Urban Reserve — cool people live here

Urban Reserve, within sight of typical ranch-style
homes, is anything but typical. This modernist,
environmentally friendly residential development
of 50 homes is the dream come true of developer

Biane Cheatham.

“I go 1o sleep at night envisioning what
this place is going to look like,” the not-so-
rvpical builder says. "We're focusing on
creating a neighborhood. People here are
connected by their love of nature, sustain-
ability and modernist architecture.”

The first complered home bears a small
sign proclaiming, “Cool People Live Herel”
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eyl

e hink

o build homes rucked away
|1[Il_'\| ‘\.Il\.l.'l'l"' i | pores o the wy
of Whire Rooh. Crevk berween Foresr Lane

ille Avenue on the

Y an

on the morth and Cireeny
easl.

Hali of the lors are under contract and
in various stapes of construcrion. Mose of the
bosmes are priced from $400,000 1o more
than $2 million. Ms. Cheatham predicrs the
neighhorhood will be fully complered in
2009,

N thae avypically wide price range, Ms
Cheatham says, “That makes a fun neigh-
borhood. Our demopraphics are wide open,
with the youngest person 29 and the oldest
16, We have empry-nesters, new babies and
10-year-olds, We have o natural diversiny
thats connected by whar they love m life.”

Lirban Reserve s Ms. Cheatham’s dream
since childhood. *1've wanrved o build
houses since [ was 5 vears old,” she says.

Thar goal was temporarily derailed as
she embarked on o succeshil career a2 an
aceountant with a lairge national accounting
firm. “Ar 40, | realized | was unbappy, 50|
guit. It was a great job, but | realized it was
nor what | wanted to do. I wanted 1o be in
the construction business,” she says.

Her career shift didn’r starr with Urhan

Reserve, but with a wide varicty of resi-
dential and commercial projects, both
remodels and build jobs beginning in the
mid-1980s. Along the way, Ms. Cheatham
amassed a long list of awards and industry
recORminion,

LUrban Reserve combines Ms, Cheath-

am's desire to “work with the land as it was,”

and her love of modernist architecture.
“I wanted ro build what works
here roday,” she savs,
Wirh Urban Beserve,
Ms. Cheatham has
come undera
paricnal

spatlight.

Regular magazine features have pur Urban
Reserve on the map, and Ms. Cheatham
enthusiastically shares her vision — and her-
comprehensive specifications — for the
modern, environmentally sensitive
residential development.

Because she isn't secretive about the
specifications for Urban Reserve, Ms.
Cheatham says she believes the future of
responsible development will expand
quickly in Dallas and across the country. *1
have a eall scheduled with developers in
California to discuss our development, and
I'm always delighted to spend 20 or 30
minutes giving rours,”
she says,

Those tours become
a master class in

environmentally sound developmen
practices and allow Ms. Cheatham to point
out the intelligent design at work in Urban
Reserve. Nodetail of infrastructure or
archirecrure is too insignificant to escape her
notice, and artenrion to those derails
contributes to the “nee positive” effect the
development has on ies environment, Ms,
Cheatham says.

Urban Reserve is as different from a
rypical suburban development asa Smart
Coar is from a Hummer. The neighborhood
stretches the length of the aptly named
Vanguard Way, just 22-feer wide, rather
than Dallas’ standard 36 feet. The width is

designed “ro reduce the
amount of
impervious
surface,” Ms.
Cheatham says.
Vanguard
Way is sloped
racher than built
with the usual
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Diane Cheatham, builder of Urban Reserve in northeast Dallas, is building 50 medern, environmentally sensitive homes on the banks of White Rock

Creek. Shown is the first completed home.

¢¢People here are
connected by their
love of nature,
sustainability
and modernist
architecture.”
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crowned center, That slope conrributes to
the development’s elaborate drainage
system, which coordinares two rainwarer
collection ponds on the street’s “wer side”
and the natural plantings on the “dry side.”

The development includes other
environmentally conscious specifications.

“Huomes must be at lease 20 percent maore
enengy elticient than (the building) code
requires; native and adaptive plants must be
used in landscaping; and landscaping
irrigation will be accomplished using the
rainwater stored in the two ponds,” Ms.
Cheatham says.

Additionally, homwes are set just 10 feet
back from the streer,

*“It"s a more human scale, and it's
fricndlicr,” Ms. Chearham says. “Or los are
abour 5,000 square feer, and in rerms of use,
they're as good as typical lots sized abour
7,500 squiare feer. A home typically hasa
front vard and rwo side yards. We've choked
that dewn into more usable space. Chur
homees are still abour 20 feer apare, but our
lots are long so every room can engage
nature and make wse of narural lighe”

As Urban Reserve sells out to more “eool
peaple,” Ms. Cheatham believes other
developers will follow like a herd.

Diebra Howell is ¢ Plano-based freelance

WTiter.
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